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Meindert Polet

The Original Author
During the first five years after our arrival in Oakville, Manitoba, Canada, June 3, 1949,
Meindert, my Dad, occasionally wrote articles for Friesian newspapers in the Netherlands: the
Bildtse Post, the Frysk en Fry and Ons Erfdeel. All the articles were written in the Friesian language. My father was a good writer and speaker and I think the writing of these articles was
both an opportunity for him to express himself in the language he knew so well, and to let his
friends in the old country know a little of his life in the new country. My wife, Sarah, urged me
to translate the articles for the benefit of those who did not master the Friesian language. I have
also added articles about Meindert written by others in the Friesch Dagblad, Stim Fan Fryslân,
and Frysk en Fry
When I read these articles again 63 years later it amazes me how well Meindert observed
the conditions that a new immigrant family faces and the lay of the new land. The articles also
revealed to me Meindert's relaxed attitude towards an otherwise drastic change in life style.
Meindert passed away in 1969 and he was buried in Winnipeg on June 5 of that year. Evertje
my mother carried on for many more years until the age of 98, when she went Heavenward in
2001.
How we admired her positive attitude. She raised nine children in The Netherlands with
good support of domestic help. In Canada her life was much more difficult, but she never complained. Indeed, she was totally devoted to her husband and her God and both of them never let
her down.
After two years working for farmer Metcalfe in Oakville, Meindert purchased a property at
Lot 131 St. Anne’s Road in St. Vital, a suburb of Winnipeg: 60 acres of good agriculture land and
12 acres along the Seine River with a house, barn and chicken coup.
However things did not turn out as he planned. His colonizing dream of all the children
surrounding him in mutual enterprises, working together, building on our dreams, did not materialize. Four children married within a few years after settling in St. Vital and they each carved
their own path.
In 1954, Meindert had become disappointed and restless. He missed his friends and the
familiar life in Friesland. It was therefore no surprise that, in 1955, Dad and Mom decided to
return to Friesland for a while to redeem their Friesian soul. They took along their two youngest
offspring, Bert and Klaas.
Was it the right decision? Who knows. The fact is that, after they all returned to Canada in
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Meindert Polet cont.

1958, it was quite evident that the sojourn in Friesland had cured Meindert's restlessness and he
entered the next phase in his life with new zeal and contentment.
Mom and Dad took delight in the progress their children made and they enjoyed the rapid
expansion of the respective families. They also were now able to observe that our immigration
had been the right move. Meindert kept regular contact with fellow Friesians in the community
of the Church or society gatherings.
In the end they left us with a deep felt appreciation of our heritage, but above all with a
commitment and conviction that the Lord, the Creator, governs the earth wherever we live and
that His love endures forever.
Tom Polet

Horse Drawn Cart
Horse drawn cart used in the potato wholesale business in Fryslân 1923
Source: Tom Polet
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Map of Fryslân, 2012

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friesland accessed 2014April 13
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Map of southern Manitoba, 1950

Source: http://content.gov.mb.ca/mit/maparchive/high/1950_map.pdf accessed 2014April 13
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At The Farewell Of M. Polet

April 1949

Bildtse Post

He enjoyed an honorable place in the community
During the last number of years it is a common occurrence to bid farewell to many families who have decided to emigrate and cross the great waters to seek their fortunes elsewhere.
Although for all of them it means that their footprints will
disappear, they need to break the ties that bind them to friends
and family, and the event passes by the townspeople. We are determined that this is not the case this time.
Now Meindert Polet and family are leaving us shortly and
that is the subject of conversation of the entire town population,
as if their best friend is leaving and that is so, indeed. Polet is one
of those rare persons, who never puts himself first, but everyone
knows and respects him.
He was born and raised in Stiens, he established his business
here, he had his home here and he was a welcome guest in many
homes. We all know what he has meant to our community, he was
always ready to serve. It was the manner in which he conducted
his business, his openness and his willingness to help the needy
and his readiness to help and lead. He showed that so clearly during the war years; his strong faith was so evident in those difficult
years.
Since the time of farewell is now near, the Mayor of the municipality has formed a Committee to organize an opportunity for
friends and townspeople to say farewell to Polet and family. It will
take place Saturday, May 21, 4-5 p.m., at Hotel Smits in Stiens. We
expect many people, who want to wish the family God's speed and
wish them good fortunes in their far away new country.
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Meindert Polet Of Stiens

May 1949

Frysk en Fry

Meindert Polet fan Stiens
When one reads this, you will know, Polet is leaving
Stiens, because this week he is leaving together with his family, for
Canada and all of Stiens is aware of it.
We know, of course, that we cannot keep everybody here, but
in some cases it hurts more than in others when our friends adventure into the unknown. Meindert Polet’s roots were solidly encased
in Stiens, historically as well. Already in the days of Napoleon the
name Polet appears as well as the name of his mother, Kamminga.
The Kammingas were weavers in the past and their name was
probably derived from that. The Polets have French ancestry, but
they have lived here already for centuries. The French characteristics are still present in Meindert, however Friesian he is, his zest
for freedom and his easy manners, no doubt, will have influenced
his decision to leave. The restrictive issues of Governmental interferences in conducting business and the limited opportunities for
his children could not have been the sole determining reasons for
his leaving, his roots were too deep for that.
Soon after his marriage he started a business (farm supply) first small, like his father before him, but soon it grew and
eventually it became a sizable business. He was in his element,
he was free as a bird, he could never stay long in one place. It all
changed when our country was occupied by the German invaders. This man, who never was a prize fighter, who avoided conflict
and often was rather a referee, became a committed fighter for
freedom and justice. He simply followed his heart and the path of
his God. Eventually that resulted in hiding from persecution for
his entire family.
But he struggled on and eventually they all survived and returned to their home. His place in the Stiens and in the larger
community became even more extensive. He was gifted, but he
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May 1949

Continued

did not seek personal glory, he gave of himself freely for causes that
he felt committed to.
He participated in various organizations and he was also
active in promoting Friesian cultural enterprises. Three things
were faith issues for him, God, freedom and Friesland. I am
sure his departure weighs on him as well as it does on all of us.
Fortunately God is where he goes.
“Let us not become dramatic,” he said to me. Therefore I end
herewith.
Friend, go with God, and although far away, we will not forget
you, you are in our heart, as I know we are in yours.
W.K. ( Dr. Willem Kok, a life long friend )

the company logo of Sower
Source: Meindert Polet
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